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Pirkei Avot 3:2

(2) Rabbi Chanina, the Deputy High Priest,
says: Pray for the welfare of the
government, for were it not for the fear of it,
man would swallow his fellow alive.

Rabbi Chananya ben Teradyon says: Two
who are sitting together and there are no
words of Torah [spoken] between them, this
is a session of scorners, as it is said (Psalms
1:1): “[Happy is the man who has]... not sat
in the session of the scorners.”

But two who are sitting together and there
are words of Torah [spoken] between them,
the Divine Presence rests with them, as it is
said (Malachi 3:16): “Then those who feared
the Lord spoke one with another, and the
Lord hearkened and heard, and a book of
remembrance was written before Him, for
those who feared the Lord and for those who
thought upon His Name.”

I have no [Scriptural support for this] except
[in a case of] two. From where [is there
proof that] that even [when there is only]
one [person studying Torah], the Holy One,
blessed be He, determines a reward for him?
As it is said (Lamentations 3:28): “He sits
alone and is silent, since he takes [a reward]
for it.”
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Exodus 3:1-18

(1) Now Moses, tending the flock of his
father-in-law Jethro, the priest of Midian,
drove the flock into the wilderness, and
came to Horeb, the mountain of God.

(2) An angel of the LORD appeared to him
in a blazing fire out of a bush. He gazed, and
there was a bush all aflame, yet the bush was
not consumed.

(3) Moses said, “I must turn aside to look at
this marvelous sight; why doesn’t the bush
burn up?”

(4) When the LORD saw that he had turned
aside to look, God called to him out of the
bush: “Moses! Moses!” He answered, “Here
Iam.”

(5) And He said, “Do not come closer.
Remove your sandals from your feet, for the
place on which you stand is holy ground.

(6)  am,” He said, “the God of your father,

the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and
the God of Jacob.” And Moses hid his face,
for he was afraid to look at God.

(7) And the LORD continued, “I have
marked well the plight of My people in
Egypt and have heeded their outcry because
of their taskmasters; yes, I am mindful of
their sufferings.

(8) I have come down to rescue them from
the Egyptians and to bring them out of that
land to a good and spacious land, a land
flowing with milk and honey, the region of
the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites,
the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites.

(9) Now the cry of the Israelites has reached
Me; moreover, I have seen how the
Egyptians oppress them.
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(10) Come, therefore, I will send you to
Pharaoh, and you shall free My people, the
Israelites, from Egypt.”

(11) But Moses said to God, “Who am I that
I should go to Pharaoh and free the Israelites
from Egypt?”

(12) And He said, “T will be with you; that
shall be your sign that it was [ who sent you.
And when you have freed the people from
Egypt, you shall worship God at this
mountain.”

(13) Moses said to God, “When I come to the
Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of your
fathers has sent me to you,’ and they ask me,
‘What is His name?’ what shall I say to
them?”

(14) And God said to Moses, “Ehyeh-Asher-
Ehyeh.” He continued, “Thus shall you say
to the Israelites, ‘Ehyeh sent me to you.””

(15) And God said further to Moses, “Thus
shall you speak to the Israelites: The LORD,
the God of your fathers, the God of
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of
Jacob, has sent me to you: This shall be My
name forever, This My appellation for all
eternity.

(16) “Go and assemble the elders of Israel
and say to them: the LORD, the God of your
fathers, the God of Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob, has appeared to me and said, ‘I have
taken note of you and of what is being done
to you in Egypt,

(17) and I have declared: I will take you out
of the misery of Egypt to the land of the
Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the
Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites, to a
land flowing with milk and honey.’

(18) They will listen to you; then you shall
go with the elders of Israel to the king of
Egypt and you shall say to him, ‘The LORD,
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the God of the Hebrews, manifested Himself
to us. Now therefore, let us go a distance of

three days into the wilderness to sacrifice to
the LORD our God.’

Numbers 20:1-12

(1) The Israelites arrived in a body at the
wilderness of Zin on the first new moon, and
the people stayed at Kadesh. Miriam died
there and was buried there.

(2) The community was without water, and
they joined against Moses and Aaron.

(3) The people quarreled with Moses, saying,
“If only we had perished when our brothers
perished at the instance of the LORD!

(4) Why have you brought the LORD’s
congregation into this wilderness for us and
our beasts to die there?

(5) Why did you make us leave Egypt to
bring us to this wretched place, a place with
no grain or figs or vines or pomegranates?
There is not even water to drink!”

(6) Moses and Aaron came away from the
congregation to the entrance of the Tent of
Meeting, and fell on their faces. The
Presence of the LORD appeared to them,

(7) and the LORD spoke to Moses, saying,

(8) “You and your brother Aaron take the rod
and assemble the community, and before
their very eyes order the rock to yield its
water. Thus you shall produce water for
them from the rock and provide drink for the
congregation and their beasts.”

(9) Moses took the rod from before the
LORD, as He had commanded him.

(10) Moses and Aaron assembled the
congregation in front of the rock; and he
said to them, “Listen, you rebels, shall we
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get water for you out of this rock?”

(11) And Moses raised his hand and struck
the rock twice with his rod. Out came
copious water, and the community and their

beasts drank.

(12) But the LORD said to Moses and
Aaron, “Because you did not trust Me
enough to affirm My sanctity in the sight of
the Israelite people, therefore you shall not
lead this congregation into the land that I
have given them.”

Numbers 27:16-17

(16) “Let the LORD, Source of the breath of
all flesh, appoint someone over the
community

(17) who shall go out before them and come
in before them, and who shall take them out
and bring them in, so that the LORD’s
community may not be like sheep that have
no shepherd.”

Deuteronomy 17:14-20

(14) If, after you have entered the land that
the LORD your God has assigned to you,
and taken possession of it and settled in it,
you decide, “I will set a king over me, as do
all the nations about me,”

(15) you shall be free to set a king over
yourself, one chosen by the LORD your
God. Be sure to set as king over yourself one
of your own people; you must not set a
foreigner over you, one who is not your
kinsman.

(16) Moreover, he shall not keep many
horses or send people back to Egypt to add
to his horses, since the LORD has warned
you, “You must not go back that way again.”
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(17) And he shall not have many wives, lest
his heart go astray; nor shall he amass silver
and gold to excess.

(18) When he is seated on his royal throne,
he shall have a copy of this Teaching written
for him on a scroll by the levitical priests.

(19) Let it remain with him and let him read
in it all his life, so that he may learn to
revere the LORD his God, to observe
faithfully every word of this Teaching as
well as these laws.

(20) Thus he will not act haughtily toward
his fellows or deviate from the Instruction to
the right or to the left, to the end that he and
his descendants may reign long in the midst
of Israel.

Pirkei Avot 1:1

(1) Moshe received the Torah from Sinai and
transmitted it to Yehoshua, and Yehoshua to
the Elders, and the Elders to the Prophets,
and the Prophets transmitted it to the Men of
the Great Assembly.

They said three things: Be deliberate in
judgment, raise up many disciples and make
a fence for the Torah.

Pirkei Avot 1:18

(18) Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel says, "On
three things the world stands: on judgment,
on truth and on peace, as it is said
(Zachariah 8:16), 'Judge truth and the justice
of peace in your gates."

Pirkei Avot 2:4
(4) He was accustomed to say: Make His
[God's] will like your will, so that He will
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make your will like His will. Nullify your
will to His will, so that He will nullify the
will of others to your will.

Hillel says: Do not separate yourself from
the community. Do not believe in yourself
until the day of your death. Do not judge
your fellow until you come to his place. Do
not say something that cannot be heard, for
in the end it will be heard. Do not say,
"When I will be available I will study
[Torah]," lest you never become available.

Sanhedrin 90a

MISHNA: All of the Jewish people, even
sinners and those who are liable to be
executed with a court-imposed death
penalty, have a share in the World-to-
Come, as it is stated: “And your people
also shall be all righteous, they shall
inherit the land forever; the branch of My
planting, the work of My hands, for My
name to be glorified” (Isaiah 60:21). And
these are the exceptions, the people who
have no share in the World-to-Come, even
when they fulfilled many mitzvot: One who
says: There is no resurrection of the dead
derived from the Torah, and one who says:
The Torah did not originate from Heaven,
and an epikoros, who treats Torah scholars
and the Torah that they teach with contempt.

Sanhedrin 90a

Rabbi Akiva says: Also included in the
exceptions are one who reads external
literature, and one who whispers
invocations over a wound and says as an
invocation for healing: “Every illness that I
placed upon Egypt I will not place upon
you, for I am the Lord, your Healer”
(Exodus 15:26). By doing so, he shows
contempt for the sanctity of the name of God
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and therefore has no share in the World-to-
Come. Abba Shaul says: Also included in
the exceptions is one who pronounces the
ineffable name of God as it is written, with
its letters.

Sanhedrin 90a

Three prominent kings mentioned in the
Bible and four prominent commoners who
are described in the Bible as men of great
wisdom have no share in the World-to-
Come. The three kings are: Jeroboam, son
of Nebat, and Ahab, both of whom were
kings of Israel, and Manasseh, king of
Judea. Rabbi Yehuda says: Manasseh has
a share in the World-to-Come, as it is
stated concerning Manasseh: “And he
prayed to Him, and He received his
entreaty, and heard his supplication and
brought him back to Jerusalem unto his
kingdom” (II Chronicles 33:13), indicating
that he repented wholeheartedly and
effectively. The Rabbis said to Rabbi
Yehuda: He regretted his actions, and his
repentance was effective to the extent that

God restored him to his kingdom, but God

did not restore him to his share in life in
the World-to-Come. The four commoners
are: Balaam, son of Beor; Doeg the
Edomite; Ahithophel; and Gehazi.
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5 For what  purpose have yoy
prought us up from Egypt? In order
to bring us to this evil place? This
is not a place of seed, or of figs, or

of wine, or of pomegranates, There
is not even water to drink!

6 And Moshe and Aharon withdrew
from the assembly to the entrance
of the Tent of Appointed Meeting,
and they fell upon their faces. And
the glory of God appeared to them,

7 And God spoke to Moshe, saying:
8 Take the staff and assemble the
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5 A3 9an°9Yn %Y. The period for which it was decreed that we should
wander through the wilderness has come to an end. We should already
be entering the flourishing land that was promised to us, a land that in
this spring season should be resplendent with all the beauty of blossom
and bud. What a contrast that is to the place where we are now, where
there is not even water for us to drink! This is not the Will of God; this

is your doing.

6 ") %301 13 R2%. Cf. Bereshis 7:7: "amn »nm »3pm 7ann %R 3 01 R,
Yeshayahu 2:19 and 21: 3 /7 708 *39% "0 0780 PAIRI3 Ri2% 121 NEIYN3 IR,
They said nothing in response, but fled to the entrance of the 7Ty Hnx,
as they always did whenever doubt was cast on the Divine source of their

mission.

"M AwPn nx np. We do not find the staff in Moshe’s hand since the

Victory over Amalek (Shemos 17:9). As is evident from v. 9, the staff was
“before God” ['n *apY], i.e., it had been deposited in thg San;tuary, next
to the myn . The staff of God in the hand of Moshe identified Moshe
as God’s emissary. Whenever Moshe moved that staff of God, whenever
he inclined it or struck a blow with it prior to an event of which advance
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community and their animals to 2Bj,’3;;‘n§3
drink.

9 And Moshe took the staff that had '_";E‘?D PRRITON ﬂ!éf D MMy
been laid down before God, as He SRR -“3;5; nf.lh?

had commanded him.

f

warning had been given, this meant that the event about to occur would
be the result of an instantaneous, direct intervention by God.

The people had accused Moshe and Aharon of having betrayed their
Divine mission. It could not have been in accordance with God’s Will,
they said, that they had been brought to this waterless place; rather, Mo-
she and Aharon had maliciously brought the people to this place in order
to bring upon them a calamity. It is inconceivable that God wants them
to die in the wilderness.

“Take the staff,” God says to Moshe, and show them that you are stil
My emissary, and that you have never, not even for one moment, ceased
to be in My service.

1797 DR YRR, By the authority of your Divine mission, as man-
ifested by the staff in your hand, assemble this “community of the fu-
ture” oPy? ¥2on % on1a: Do not use the staff; rather, speak to the
rock omry? — in the presence of the entire people — and order the
rock to yield 1»°n, its water, the water which is already contained within
it.

If he were to strike the rock — as in Shemos 17:6 — that would give
the impression that the water was coming forth as the result of a new
Divine intervention provoked by the people’s uproar. But that is precisely
the impression that should not be given. Rather, the people should be
made to understand that it was not Moshe and Aharon but God Who
had brought them to this place, and since God had brought them to this
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place al?d'Hl'\:E cloud 'l?ad di‘rected them to encamp in this place, their
sormy agitation, which was meant to provoke God’s i - :
- , , od’s intervention, was
annecessary. Rather, the required water wag dlisady v Aed bHEadal
the place to which He had directed them. O it St
he rock would suffice for : 1. One word from Moshe and
Aharon to the rc sutlice tor it to yield its water, which was already
1'fa€l'Y and Wf“t“lg for them, ™7 1y, Accordingly, "3 nopwm A3 nrIM:
'1‘he1r need shall be met not by a new miracle performed by God, but
simply by a word fml‘“ you. This manner of obtaining water from the
rock would have convinced the people of the great wrong they had done
to Moshe and to Aha.ron. For they had accused Moshe and Aharon of
having led them to this waterless place against the Will of God, and this
claim would now have been refuted.

It is different if the water gushes forth only after a blow of the staff
upon the rock. This still leaves room for the assumption that Moshe and
Aharon had, on their own initiative, brought them to the wilderness of
Tzin, that they had been justified in revolting, and that only this revolt
and their distress had caused God to have mercy on them and to perform
a miracle for them.

Had the miracle come about as prescribed, the people would have
learned that under God’s guidance they could banish all worries; they
could be certain of receiving the right help at the right time — even with-
out Moshe’s staff.

The following interpretation I heard from the late lamented
Chacham Bernays y~3: Just now they reached the border of the Promised
Land and a new era awaited them. The visible miracles of the wilderness
were henceforth to be replaced by the invisible but just as close guidance
of God through o™nos o3, This miracle [v. 8] was meant to be the
transition to this [new mode of] guidance, and it was meant to teach
the following: The staff of Moshe in the wilderness shall be replaced by
the word of Moshe, henceforth and forever. The wandering in the wil-
derness began with the Marah miracle, which showed Israel — accord-
Ing to the profound understanding of our Sages — thaF R T (= = P
Word of the Torah, is sufficient to sweeten all the bitter water (see
COmmentary, Shemos 15:25). The wandering in the wildgrness was con-
cluded — and a new future opened up for Israel — with the miracle
described here, which was meant to show that the word of Moshe sgfﬁces
t2°7 liring forth living water out of the rock (cf. also Commentary below,

:14),



