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Leviticus 23:24-25

(24) Speak to the People of Israel saying: In
the seventh month, on the first day of the
month, you shall observe complete rest, a
sacred occasion commemorated with loud
blasts.

(25) You shall not work at your occupations;
and you shall bring an offering by fire to the
LORD.

Numbers 29:1

(1) In the seventh month, on the first day of
the month, you shall observe a sacred
occasion: you shall not work at your
occupations. You shall observe it as a day
when the horn is sounded.

Kitzur Shulchan Aruch 128:1

From Rosh Hodesh Elul until after Yom
Kippur is a time of (Divine) favor
[ratzon]. Although, throughout the entire
year, the Holy One, blessed be He, accepts
the repentance of those who return to Him
wholeheartedly, in any case, these days
(between the 1st of Elul and Yom Kippur)
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are more special, having been set aside for
repentance, because they are days of mercy
and favor. Because on Rosh Hodesh Elul,
Moses ascended Mount Sinai to receive the
second set of stone tablets and spent forty
days there, descending on the tenth of
Tishrei, which was then the finish of the
atonement period.

Exodus 21:13

(13) If he did not do it by design, but God
causes it to come to hand, I will assign you
a place to which he can flee.

(Cited by R. Yitzchak Luria, the Arizal)

Deuteronomy 30:6

(6) Then the LORD your God will
circumcise your heart and the heart of
your seed to love YHWH your God with all
your heart and soul, in order that you may
live.

(Cited by R. Shlomo Ganzfried, Hungary,
d. 1886)

Song of Songs 6:3
(3) I am my beloved’s, and my beloved is
mine; he browses among the lilies.

(Cited by R. Shlomo Ganzfried, Hungary, d.
1886)

Esther 9:22

(22) the same days on which the Jews
enjoyed relief from their foes and the same
month which had been transformed for them
from one of grief and mourning to one of
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festive joy. They were to observe them as
days of feasting and merrymaking, and as an
occasion for sending gifts each to his fellow
and gifts to the poor.

(Cited by R. Shlomo Ganzfried, Hungary, d.
1886)

Tur, Orach Chaim 581:1

And there are those who multiply to say
Selichot and supplications from Rosh
Chodesh Elul and later

Rabbi Kohen Tzedek has the custom of
Babylonian yeshivot to say selichot and
tachanunim on the Ten Days of Repentance

Rav Amram also said: [recite tachanun] on
the ten days of repentance. We should recite
in the Synagogue the everyday prayers and
the Prayer Leader begins Asheri and
Kaddish and begins and ends tachanun, [or
else] we would not know [when to do it],
[and then the Prayer Leader says the final]
Kaddish.

The Rav Hai said: It is a custom to recite
tachanun for the entirety of the month [of
Elul].

And the custom of Ashkenaz: when Rosh
Chodesh begins on Thursday or Shabbat,
then begin [tachanun] on the first Sunday
before to the first watch [that is, shacharit] to
say Selichot and Tachanunim, since most of
the public is interested and praying in prayer
and fasting.

[When] Rosh Chodesh begins on Tuesday,
so they begin on the Sunday of the week
before the week that Rosh Chodesh comes
into being.
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Exodus 34:6-10

(6) The LORD passed before him and
proclaimed: “The LORD! the LORD! a God
compassionate and gracious, slow to anger,
abounding in kindness and faithfulness,

(7) extending kindness to the thousandth
generation, forgiving iniquity, transgression,
and sin;

yet He does not remit all punishment, but
visits the iniquity of parents upon children
and children’s children, upon the third and
fourth generations.”

Rosh Hashanah 17b

§ The verse states: “And the Lord passed
by before him, and proclaimed” (Exodus
34:6). Rabbi Yohanan said: Were it not
explicitly written in the verse, it would be
impossible to say this, as it would be
insulting to God’s honor. The verse teaches
that the Holy One, Blessed be He,
wrapped Himself in a prayer shawl like a
prayer leader and showed Moses the
structure of the order of the prayer. He said
to him: Whenever the Jewish people sin,
let them act before Me in accordance with
this order. Let the prayer leader wrap
himself in a prayer shawl and publicly recite
the thirteen attributes of mercy, and I will
forgive them.

Rosh Hashanah 17b

The verse continues: “The Lord, the
Lord,” and it should be understood as
follows: I am He before a person sins, and
I am He after a person sins and performs
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repentance, as God does not recall for him
his first sins, since He is always “God,
merciful and gracious” (Exodus 34:6).

Rosh Hashanah 17b =2 7 T WNS
Rav Yehuda said: A covenant was made N7 3" 90799 0092 g7 29 INX
with the thirteen attributes that they will . . .
not return empty-handed, meaning that if ( ’777 MAW) TARIZ TP* MANN JRY
one mentions them, he will certainly be N2 17D °2IR 1
answered, as it is stated in this regard:

“Behold, I make a covenant” (Exodus

34:10).

Rosh Hashanah 17b 2 7 TR WNS
§ Rabbi Yohanan said: Great is ST YRR AN 2173 1AM 1 MR
repentance, for it tears up the sentence ,

. . . . 2% 1w (>, 1Y) 'RIw IR oW T
issued against a person, as it is stated:

“Make the heart of this people fat, and AR 19 YW P 7200 PR 77 2V
make their ears heavy, and smear over XD 2WY 1°2° 12271 VAW PITRY 11V
their eyes; lest they see with their eyes, ™

and hear with their ears, and understand
with their heart, and they will return, and
be healed” (Isaiah 6:10), implying that if
indeed they return and repent, they will be
healed from all their sins.
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